
WHAT’S IN A WORD?

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction                                                  
in the ABE,  ASE, and CTE Classrooms



TODAY’S AGENDA

• Welcomes + Poll

• Objectives for Today’s Session

• Vocabulary, Comprehension, and Learning   

• Vocabulary Instruction:  What Works

• 3 Vocabulary Tiers + Group Share

• Direct Vocabulary Instruction 

• Word-Learning Strategies

• Extensive Reading 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each section of What Works:What do you know?Mini-presentationProcess/application



TODAY’S AGENDA

• Welcomes + Participant Poll

• Objectives for Today’s Session

• Vocabulary Comprehension, and Learning   

• Vocabulary Instruction:  What Works

• 3 Vocabulary Tiers with Participant Activity

• Direct Vocabulary Instruction

• Word-Learning Strategies

• Extensive Reading March 
10th

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each section of What Works:What do you know?Mini-presentationProcess/application



OBJECTIVES

By the end of today’s session, you will be able to:
• identify the importance of vocabulary.
• identify the relationship between vocabulary, 
comprehension, and learning. 

• learn research-based instructional                    
strategies to teach vocabulary across curriculum.



•ABE? 

•ASE? 

•CTE?
•vocabulary instruction?

•students struggle with 
text?

POLL

March 
10th



•your name
•your school 
district/school

•subject you teach



THE IMPORTANCE OF VOCABULARY

•Word knowledge - the glue that holds content 
together and makes it accessible - is crucial to 
reading comprehension.

•Knowing 90%-95% of words in a text is necessary for 
adequate reading comprehension 

•Comprehending 90-95% of words in a text enables 
readers opportunities to learn new words, continue 
to build their vocabulary.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Word knowledge: xpressixe, words we speak and write and receptive, words we understand when we hear and read them.



VOCABULARY, COMPREHENSION                        
& LEARNING

•Reading is the single most important factor            
in increased word knowledge.                                         

•A rich vocabulary increases comprehension 
and learning. 

Blintz, Wm. P. Middle School Journal. Teaching Vocabulary Across the Curriculum. 2011.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We build vocabulary by primarily picking up words we read.Building vocabulary is important because it allows us to learn and better understand new ideas and concepts



IN OTHER WORDS…

READING

INCREASED 
WORD 

KNOWLEDGE

INCREASED 
COMPREHENSION

and                      
LEARNING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each new concept and idea has its own words!Our reality in AE  is different: too many of our students are not strong, active readers. This compromises their ability to learn new concepts, ideas, and words. Consequently, their futures are also compromised because they must read informational, technical, and/or literary texts to reach their short-term and long-term career goals.



COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS STANDARDS

CCR READING Anchor 4: 
Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning 
or tone. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

CCR SPEAKING AND LISTENING Anchor 4: 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 
specialized reference materials, as appropriate.

CCR LANGUAGE Anchor 6: 
Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 
readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
encountering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The State has recognized this as a problem with a renewed focus on vocabulary instruction to strengthen our students reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.The Language Strand Anchor 6 skill students are to develop is “Acquire…” To do this, students must be able to “interpret…”/Reading Strand Anchor 4 skill and “determine…”/Spkg and Listening Strands Anchor 4 skill



CTE ANCHOR STANDARDS
COMMON CORE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT

CTE Anchor Standard 2: Communications Language Standard
Acquire and accurately use general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening at the (career and college) readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering 
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. LS 9-10, 
11-12.6 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This same Language Strand skill, “Acquire…” is included in the CTE Anchor Standards.



VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION       

WHAT WORKS?

Fostering a word conscious classroom!
•direct, explicit instruction of academic and content-
specific vocabulary with ample guided practice

•word-learning strategies integrated  into instruction

•shared, guided, and independent reading of high-interest   
informational, technical, and literary texts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Creating an environment that builds word consciousness means that we prioritize finding new words, figuring out what they mean, looking for multiple meanings, and adding them to our linguistic repertoire. Building word consciousness is powerful, addictive, and fun. It is also an effective tool for vocabulary building.It’s about building an awareness of and words with focused language input and exploring meaning through planned instructional activities that give the learners increasing clarity as to what the new words means and how they can use them. It’s about repeated opportunities to retrieve and use new words while answering questions, talking with others, and writing. It’s about adults giving clear explanations of the new words when they use them, providing synonyms, and showing multiple examples and illustrations. It’s about continuing to use those words over time so that the learner doesn’t forget. And for some AAC learners, it’s about having conversations not just with words but about them.



WORDS TO TEACH

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are these academic and domain-specific vocabulary words research recommends we include in our planning and instruction? Tier 1: everyday speech  Tier 2: cross-content, high-frequency, academic wordsAppear across subjects in informational, technical, and literary textsVital to comprehension of academic and vocational textsEssential for participation in acad and vocational discussions and writingNot typically used by students without explicit instructionTier 3: domain specific



TIER 2 WORDS PROVIDE CONTEXT             
FOR TIER 3 WORDS

Calibrate the circumference/periphery…
Discuss how lava accumulates…
Reflect on how legislature can vary…



PLACEMENT AND PROMOTIONAL 
STANDARDIZED TEST

Which of the following best describes the purpose of this 
information?
a. It is a listing of common health hazards and possible 

injuries.
b. It is a set of precautions that should be taken when 

hazardous materials are handled.
c. It is a table identifying the medical treatment indicated for 

various levels of exposure to hazardous materials.
d. It is a system for classifying materials according to the 

health risk they present.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tier 2 and Tier 3 words are found in standardized tests we use for placement and promotion. Thoughts? What stands out?



HISET PREPARATION TEXTBOOK: STUDY SKILLS FOR SUCCESS

Skim this reading to answer the questions that follow:

Most researchers saw cell components functionally, not etiologically. That 
is, they were concerned about what the parts of a cell did, not where they 
came from. Georgette Gold herself followed this conventional approach
until reading Beatrice Plinth’s 1980’s research on mitochondrial DNA.

Gold and a team of colleagues at Dealy College in Boston concentrated
their efforts on this structure. Their comparisons of the mitochondrial 
DNA of 500 subjects led them to a surprising conclusion: Part of a human
cell, the mitochondrio, is probably there because a clever bacterium
learned how to make human cells reproduce it.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Academic and content-specific vocabulary words are found in HiSET Prep texts. Would the sentences make sense if the academic vocabulary words were deleted?



TEXTBOOK: ACCOUNTING

Cash Controls
Cash transactions occur more frequently than other types of 
transactions. Because cash is easily transferred from one person 
to another, a business must try to safeguard its cash to protect it 
and other assets from errors.
An unintentional error occurs when someone mistakenly records
an incorrect amount or forgets to record a transaction. An 
intentional error occurs when someone intentionally records an 
incorrect amount or does not record a transaction in order to 
cover up fraud or theft. Good cash control procedures should 
guard against both types of errors.

Source: Century 21 Accounting, Chapter 5. Cash Control Systems

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cross-content and domain-specific vocabulary words are found in Acct texts. What type of words are used more? Why do you think?



TEXTBOOK: COSMETOLOGY

Thermal Hair Straightening (Hair Pressing)

Thermal hair straightening, or hair pressing, is a popular service that 
is very profitable in the salon. When properly done, hair pressing
temporarily straightens extremely curly or unruly hair by means of a 
heated iron or comb. 

A pressing usually lasts until the hair is shampooed. (Permanent or 
chemical hair straightening is covered in Chapter 20, Chemical 
Texture Services). Hair pressing also prepares the hair for additional 
services, such as thermal curling and croquignole thermal cooling
(the two-loop of Figure 8 technique). A good hair pressing leaves the 
hair in a natural and lustrous condition, and it is not harmful to the 
hair.

Source: Milady Standard Cosmetology. Chapter 17. Hairstyling.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is another examples for a Cosmetology text.



COURSE OUTLINE: NURSING ASSISTANT

Nursing Assistant: Long-Term Care

Course Description: 
This competency-based course offers an overview of anatomy, physiology, nutrition, medical 
terminology and an introduction to diseases and disorders. Emphasis is given to safety
principles, infection control and the philosophy of nursing. This course also integrates methods
for meeting the social and psychological needs of the patient. Nursing skills and clinical 
procedures are practiced in the classroom skills laboratory before being demonstrated in 
community health facilities. Upon completion of the required 60 hours of theory and 110 hours 
of clinical practice, the student will be qualified to take the state certification test. Successful 
completion of this examination will enable the student to be employed in a health care facility. 
The competencies in this course are aligned with the California High School Academic Content St

Standards and the California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards.                 
Source: LAUSD-DACE-CTE Course Outline: Nursing Assistant 1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have an LAUSD-DACE-CTE Nursing Assistant Course Description overflowing with academic vocabulary words. A course description!



COURSE DESCRIPTION: LANDSCAPING  

Landscaping/1 

Course Description: 
This competency-based course is the first in a sequence of 
three designed for landscaping. It provides students with 
technical instruction and practical experience in workplace
safety, handling and caring for basic landscaping tools, part 
one of plant identification, types of soil, planning and 
maintaining an ornamental garden, basic landscape design
and water management. The competencies in this course are 
aligned with the California High School Academic Content 
Standards and the California Career Technical Education 
Model Curriculum Standards

source: LAUSD-DACE-CTE Course Outline: Landscaping 1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another course description for the LAUSD-DACE-CTE Landscaping 1 course



PARTNER/WHOLE GROUP
-Work with your 
Shoulder Partner to 
identify Tier 2 and 
Tier 3 words in 
passage.
-Several partners share  
their results with us 
all.



IDENTIFYING TIER 2 AND TIER 3 WORDS

Before you can calm an irate customer and solve his or her problem,  
you must calm yourself. A confrontation will trigger a fight or flight 
reaction, which is the body’s automatic response to perceived stress. 
Adrenaline will surge, your heart will beat faster, your blood pressure 
will increase, and your breathing will become more rapid. Your body is 
preparing itself to handle the attack.

While these physiological responses helped our prehistoric ancestors 
survive, they will hinder your ability to work with customers effectively. 
All of this means that you, consciously, must reverse your body’s 
automatic response to stress and help it return to a calm state. 

SOURCE:  Customer Service: 21st Century. Chapter 5: Handle Difficult Situations



IDENTIFYING TIER 2 AND TIER 3 WORDS

Before you can calm an irate customer and solve his or her problem,  you 
must calm yourself. A confrontation will trigger a fight or flight reaction, which 
is the body’s automatic response to perceived stress.Adrenaline will surge,
your heart will beat faster, your blood pressure will increase, and your 
breathing will become more rapid. Your body is preparing itself to handle the 
attack.

While these physiological responses helped our prehistoric ancestors survive, 
they will hinder your ability to work with customers effectively. All of this 
means that you, consciously, must reverse your body’s automatic response to 
stress and help it return to a calm state.

SOURCE: Customer Service: 21st Century. Chapter 5: Handle Difficult Situations



RESEARCH 
RECOMMENDATION

•5 academic vocabulary words weekly
•Coxhead’s 570 High-Incidence Academic Word List
•Academic Vocabulary textbooks

• Longman
• McGraw-Hill
• New Readers Press
• Townsend Press



DIRECT, 
EXPLICIT 

VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION



VOCABULARY KNOWLEDGE RATING-CHARTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DAY 1Research recommends KR Chart as:pre-instruction: vocabulary needs assessmentpost:-instruction: vocabulary acquisition self-assessment



Word and Meaning My Contexts Prompts
anomaly (noun)
something that is noticeable because it is 
different from what is normal or usual

• All my students wore jeans to class; one wore a suit and tie=anomaly among my 
students. He also stood up when I entered; insisted on washing the bb/cleaning.

• In NYC, not owning a car is the norm. In LA, not owning a car is an anomaly.
• If it snowed in LA….
• If it rains in the summer, it is…
• In a staunchly Repub. family, being a Dem would be an anomaly.

• What would be an anomaly in your 
classroom?

• What might be an anomaly in NYC but not LA 
or vice versa?

• What would be an anomaly in your family?

emulate (verb)
try to do something the same way as someone 
else (usually because that person is admired 
or respected)

• My aunt was a teacher. She had a way with young people. They all listened to her. 
She was fun, positive and funny. I wanted to emulate her when I was a child. 

• Younger siblings emulate older brothers and sisters—playing sports, wearing  the 
same type of clothing.

• MLK studied Ghandi with intention of emulating his nonviolent approach to 
changing society. 

• Parents do not want their children to emulate the behavior of gang members or 
those on drugs. 

• Who did you emulate when you were a child?
• Who do you emulate now as an adult?
• How do people emulate celebrities or well-

known figures, e.g., Michael Jackson, Elvis 
Presley, Barack Obama.

• Sports figures— Serena Williams, LeBron 
James, Roger Federer

loquacious (adjective)
liking to talk a lot, sometimes too much

• Friends think that my brother-in-law, Sam, is loquacious because he loves to hear 
himself talk and talk and talk…

• It’s astounding that Sam can talk so much! Loquacious people, like Sam, speak 
whenever they get the chance, and it’s very hard to get a word in edgewise!

• Sam’s wife, Lee, is not talkative or wordy like her loquacious husband. I have 
often wondered how this quiet and reserved woman can live with a man who just 
talks too darn much!

• How  do you handle loquacious co-workers? 
Loquacious guests at a party?

• What types of situations can bring out the 
loquacious nature of otherwise shy, reserved 
people?

• Why is being loquacious so annoying to most 
people?

Explain word with personal 
and student-centered contexts.

Elicit student responses using 
word included in structured 
prompts or questions.

Introduce word, one 
meaning, its part of speech.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DAY 2Research recommends:Prepare to introduce and explain 5 academic vocabulary words/week. *Some textbooks include the Instructional Planning ChartsNOTE: These are not Tier 2 words. Used intentionally in a instructional role play with reading teachers.



WORD-LEARNING STRATEGIES 
FOR  GUIDED PRACTICE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New words are learned/owned through multiple exposures over time in varied contexts.



SENTENCE STEMS

Sentence Completion

Use your understanding of the lesson’s 5 
high-frequency vocabulary words to 
complete the following sentences.

1. Our neighbor never listens to 
complaints about his loud dogs, so what is 
the point of ____________________

2.  I could hardly identify my Aunt Sophie 
because__________________________

3. It takes two to tango means that in a 
relationship________________________

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DAY 3: completion demonstrates understanding of word’s meaning and part of speech.



YES/NO/WHY

YES / NO / WHY?

Answer the following questions with complete sentences that 
include the two underlined vocabulary words. In addition, 
support your response with facts and/or examples.

1. Have you written a summary of  a passage if  you have 
excluded the main idea?

2. If  you reinforce a child’s bad behavior, might the result be a 
child who thinks it is perfectly fine to act badly?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DAY 4More challenge: students must think and respond with evidence



READ & RESPOND
1. What facts in this passage would help support removing 

soda and candy vending machines from public school 
cafeterias?

2. Where in the passage is there evidence that caffeine has 
certain benefits? What are they?

3. What can you conclude about caffeine from the 
information provided in Paragraph 5?

4. Do you know if the medical information found in this 
passage is valid? Explain. 

Read and Respond
Use complete sentences to answer the questions on the other side of 
this page after you have read the following passage, Caffeine.

Are you feeling tired? Is your energy level low? Maybe caffeine 
is what you need! How about a cup of coffee or tea? Maybe you 
prefer Coke, Pepsi, or Mountain Dew? A piece of chocolate could 
energize you. Caffeine is found in all of these.

Do you drink caffeine? Many people do. In fact, many folks 
cannot wake up in the morning without their cup of coffee. It has an 
energizing effect that makes them feel awake and alive. Caffeine makes 
people feel less tired. 

Caffeine keeps people awake. For some people, this is not a 
good thing. Many who drink caffeine have trouble sleeping at night. 
Nighttime users of caffeine are especially bothered by having trouble 
falling asleep.
Other people like that caffeine can help them stay awake at night. 
Late-night drivers and those who work the night-shift need to stay 
awake. However, doctors warn that no one should use caffeine in 
place of sleep. A healthy night’s sleep is very important for a healthy 
body.

Too much caffeine can be unhealthy. In fact, it can be very bad 
for you. Caffeine stimulates the heart; it makes the heart beat faster. 
Caffeine can raise your blood pressure. Too much of it can cause heart 
trouble. If you have a lot of caffeine (in your body), you get jumpy or 
nervous. You may also get headaches.

If you think caffeine is bothering, use less of it. You may also 
want to try decaffeinated drinks. These drinks have had the caffeine 
removed, or taken out.                       

source:  Marshal Adult School website  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DAY 5Respond to questions about a reading with new academic vocabulary words. NOTE: words are not found in reading, only in questionsNOTE: words must be included in complete sentence responses



VOCABULARY QUADRANT CHARTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Great note taker on day you introduce/explain 5 new academic vocabulary wordsGreat partner review activityGreat summative assessment



REFLECTIONS & QUICK WRITES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fast: 5-10 minutesInclude academic and domain-specific vocabulary words of the week.EXAMPLES:GI Joe Quick write uses specific, occur, and influence + figureRoyal blue Quick Write: includes forms, process, produce + limestone, sedimentation, fizz, dilute, and acidMath Reflection uses fail and solve



VOCABULARY PAINT CHIPS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*Sarah Brown Wessling from Teaching Channel: each student given a paint chip with word, meaning, part of speech, and family member. Students must include word in class session discussions and writing activities.Enhances vocabularyA fun visualGives guidance and orderEnforces word knowledge (Box 3 KWL Chart), word relationships (Box 2), degrees of meaning (Boxes 1 and 4), and synonym usage (Boxes 1,2,4).Can be used in different content areas.



PREFIX AND SUFFIX CHARTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Knowing commonly used roots and affixes can help students infer the definitions of new words in context.Knowing Greek and Latin word parts helps students recognize and gain clues to understanding of other words that use known affixes and roots Knowing commonly used suffixes can help students identify a word's part of speech, further helping with correct usage in writing.1 prefix and 1 suffix/week



WORD 
WALLS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regularly integrate these words from past lessons into instruction, assignments.



EXTENSIVE READING

Classroom Library Station 
• information books and quality fiction

• on paper, digital, on-tape

Computer Station   
• interactive online software

• newsela.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Extensive reading yields rich, useful, diverse vocabularyResearch recommends including yourself in the mix: SSR with same book!



QUESTIONS?



THANKS FOR STOPPING BY 
TODAY!

Marjorie 
Schneider
LAUSD-DACE-ABE
Central Office ABE 
Advisor
mbsO5291@lausd.net
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