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In this workshop, we will consider:

● Key findings about the American workforce and the changing job market
● What is digital literacy, and why does it matter? 
● Creation of the Workforce Readiness institute at the Burbank Adult School, and Use 

of technology tools in educational contexts 



Turn and Talk Time

In your opinion what are the most important skills needed 
to succeed in the workforce of the future? 

Tap into your 
Funds of 
Knowledge



Key findings about the American 
workforce and the changing job 

market



Changes in the American Workforce 
(findings from studies conducted by the pew research 

center) author: anna brown

Employment has been rising 
faster in occupations 
requiring more preparation.



Changes in the American Workforce 
(findings from studies conducted by the pew research center) 

author: anna brown

Employment and wages have 
increased most in 
occupations that require 
higher social or analytical 
skills.



The technological Innovators: 
Amazon Business Model and Evolution

“Technology infuses all of our teams, all of our processes, our decision-making, and 
our approach to innovation in each of our businesses. It is deeply integrated into 
everything we do”. - Jeff Bezos 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrmMk1Myrxc


Key workplace trends in 2017 (Findings from the D!gitalist 
Magazine) Author: Shelly Kramer 

2017 workforce trend predictions 
Mobility 

Efficiency 
Productivity 

Flexibility 

Staffing 



What is digital literacy, and why does 
it matter? 



Turn and talk:
Questions to ponder

Who are your 
students and what 
are their learning 
goals? 

What are your students’ existing 
technology skills, areas of challenge, 
and level of access to technology 
devices? 



Digital literacy is:

“The ability to find, evaluate, utilize, share and create 
content using information technologies and the 
internet.” -Cornell University

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjHOVjW8Pkk


Reasons to teach digital literacy 
Create programs that close the gap 

The Unprepared 
Traditional Learners,
The Reluctant,
Cautious, Clickers
Digitally Ready 



Reasons to teach digital literacy 
Create programs that close the gap 

Adults who have broadband 
internet at home by race 

Adults who use the internet by age 



Turn and talk:
Questions to ponder

What technology devices do your students have 
access to? What are some of the everyday tasks 
your students are using these technology devices 
to accomplish?



Creation of the Workforce Readiness institute at 
the Burbank Adult School, and Use of technology 

tools in educational contexts 



The brainstorm process
● Identify the need 

○ We  discussed ways to prepare our students for the workforce and help them find their 
ideal job or move up in the workforce 

● How do we do that? 
○ By equipping job seekers with tools for success by teaching English and digital literacy 

skills simultaneously  
● What will be our student’s learning outcomes? 

○ Students will learn how to conduct online job searches, market their skills across 
various platforms, prepare for interviews, create websites to set themselves apart, and 
start strong from day one at their new job 



The brainstorm process

What does the program and 
curriculum look like? 

What digital platforms are we going 
to incorporate in our curriculum? 

What are some standards we will  
address? 



What does the program and curriculum look like? 



What digital platforms are we going to incorporate in our curriculum? 

Creation 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfCWQLXzFP8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4tb3vTsYss


What digital platforms are we going to incorporate in our curriculum?

Typing club 

Building skills and using domain specific 
language across different modalities 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hz_sIYJ6aZA
https://www.typingclub.com/sportal/team-21013/program-typing-jungle/introduction-to-typing-2.play


What digital platforms are we going to incorporate in our curriculum?

k

Padlet 

Collaboration and engagement  

Kahoot

https://padlet.com/crystalc3/fvbu0pms61cu


What digital platforms are we going to incorporate in our curriculum?

LinkedIn 

Indeed

Job search using mobile technology 



What are some standards we will  address? 

CCR Anchor 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words 

CCR Anchor 1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on other’s ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 

CCR Anchor 6: Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 
and collaborate with others.  

ELP Standards 2: participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of 
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts 
responding to peer, audience, or reader comments and questions 



Turn and talk
Why is it important for us as 
educators to embrace incorporating 
digital literacy in our classrooms as 
we prepare students to enter or 
re-enter the workforce? 
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Digital Readiness Gaps 
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eadiness-gaps/

https://youtu.be/7_61WuDrY2Y
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/10/06/key-findings-about-the-american-workforce-and-the-changing-job-market/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/10/06/key-findings-about-the-american-workforce-and-the-changing-job-market/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/10/06/key-findings-about-the-american-workforce-and-the-changing-job-market/
http://www.digitalistmag.com/future-of-work/2017/05/31/future-of-work-workplace-is-changing-in-2017-05104081
http://www.digitalistmag.com/future-of-work/2017/05/31/future-of-work-workplace-is-changing-in-2017-05104081
http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/internet-broadband/
http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/internet-broadband/
http://www.pewinternet.org/2016/09/20/digital-readiness-gaps/
http://www.pewinternet.org/2016/09/20/digital-readiness-gaps/


Thank you! 
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Q & A
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